
Edward C. Kendall, Ph.D., D.Sc. 
 
Doctor Kendall was born on March 8, 1886, in South Norwalk, 
Connecticut. He received the degrees of B.S. (1908), M.S. (1909) and 
Ph.D. (1910), Columbia University; and D.Sc. (1922) University of 
Cincinnati. He was a research chemist in the study of the thyroid 
(1910-1914). Doctor Kendall was appointed head of the Mayo Section 
on Biochemistry in 1914. He advanced through the academic ranks to 
become professor in the Mayo Graduate School of Medicine in 1921. 
In his laboratory at Mayo, Dr. Kendall isolated thyroxine, the 
hormone of the thyroid gland. He also became known for his 
crystallization of glutathione. The greatest achievement of his 
investigations of the adrenocortical hormones was the 
demonstration and partial synthesis of what came to be known as 
“cortisone” (1946-1948). For this work, Kendall and his Mayo 
associate, Dr. Philip S. Hench, and a Swiss chemist, T. Reichstein, 
received the Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine in 1950. Kendall 
was active and received honors in numerous professional 
associations. He was president of the Endocrine Society. He was the 
recipient of seven honorary degrees and twenty scientific awards. 
Doctor Kendall retired from Mayo in April, 1951 and died on May 4, 
1972. 
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